Don Bodette, 48, 
Worked Tirelessly 
For Vietnam Vets 


By LIZ ANDERSON 
Herald Staff 

Rutland’s Vietnam veterans com- 
munity is mourning the passing of 
one of its founding fathers, Donald 
Bodette, who died Sunday after a 
short illness. 

Bodette, 48, a former Marine 
injured in combat, was a co-founder 
of Rutland’s chapter of Vietnam 
Veterans of America, the first of hun- 
dreds of chapters in the nationwide 
organization. 

Among other accomplishments, he 
also helped create the Veterans 
Assistance Office in Rutland and 
worked to institute the first two vet- 
erans centers in the state. 

A quiet man who was awarded a 
Purple Heart for his military service, 
Bodette was known among veterans 
for devotion that went beyond pro- 
grams and buildings. 
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Albert Trombley of Rutland recalled 


(See Page 10: Bodette) 





the night he, Bodette and other vol- 
unteers helped a veteran down from 
his mountain home by toboggan in an 
ice storm because the man had run 
out of medication and needed to get 
to the VA hospital for more. 

“There were other times when we 
rented hotel rooms and sat up with 
guys and just talked for hours and 
hours to help them over a crisis in 
their life or something,” Trombley 
said. “That’s the kind of guy he was.” 

Trombley, like local veterans 
activist Jake Jacobsen, met Bodette 
through an advertisement Bodette 
had placed in the Rutland Herald in 
search of fellow veterans. The one 
Jacobsen answered, he recalled, read, 
“Vietnam Veterans, we need to talk.” 

Bodette had met more than four 
hours on one occasion in the late 
1970s with Bobby Mueller, the first 


president of Vietnam Veterans of 


America, according to Jacobsen. 

Mueller envisioned the fledgling 
organization as simply a large activist 
group. Bodette “saw the bigger pic- 
ture,” insisted it have local chapters, 
and announced that Rutland would be 
the first, Jacobsen recalled. 

Bodette recognized that veterans 
were missing the camaraderie they 











had as soldiers, Jacobsen said. 

“He felt and I felt if we could regen- 
erate that and provide that at home 
it would be a tremendous asset toward 
healing,” he said. “And it worked.” 

Together, the two men co-founded 
the chapter in 1980, with Bodette 
serving as its first president. 

“Donny and I probably never wor- 
ried about membership,” Jacobsen 
said of the chapter. “He said, ‘If we’re 
good enough, they'll want to join us.’ 
His thrust was outreach. 

“We used to laugh about going out 
and looking for the wounded, and 
whatever that meant in handling that 
situation, that’s exactly what we did.” 

Bodette would travel through the 
state in a converted bus and host 
meetings in it for veterans who 
wanted to talk. He networked through 
the veterans centers and was always 
available by telephone, helping peo- 
ple who were grappling with issues 
from Agent Orange exposure to sui- 
cide to post-traumatic stress, Jacobsen 
said. 

“He didn’t have any master plan,” 
Trombley said, “He would stop and 
look for people, he would put adver- 
tisements in the paper to get veter- 
ans to come out, and once he found one 





or two they would find two or three. 
He got all around the state of 
Vermont.” 

Bodette sought public recognition 
for the service of veterans who fought 
in Vietnam, regardless of people’s 
opinions about the war itself, Jacobsen 
said. 

Through the chapter, he helped 
establish scholarships for local high 
school students and created an award 
for people instrumental in helping 
veterans. Bodette helped create vet- 
erans centers in Williston and White 
River Junction and the Veterans 
Assistance Office in Rutland, serv- 
ing at one point as its director. 

“Donny and Jake linked together ... 
they had a way of pulling the cama- 
raderie out of you and that’s what 
made Donny a great man,” said fel- 
low veteran Clark Howland, the cur- 
rent director of operations for the 
Veterans Assistance Office. “He could 
always come down to your level or 
pick you up to his level. 

“Il owe him a lot,” Howland said. 
“He helped an unknown number. I'd 
say it would run in the thousands of 
veterans. And what we’re doing now 
is just to carry on for what Donny 
started.” 








Donald Bodette 

~ Donald G. Bodette, 48, of Rutland, died 
Sunday at Veterans Administration 
Hospital i in White River Junction. 

He was a U.S. Marine Corps veteran of 
the Vietnam War. 

A complete obituary will appear in 
Tuesday’s edition of the Rutland Herald. 

The Clifford Funeral Home is in charge 
of arrangements. 


Mr. Bodette Rites ~— 

The funeral service for Donald G.- 
Bodette, 48, of Rutland, who died Sunday, 
was held Wednesday at St. Peter’s Church. 
The Rev. W. Andre Houle, pastor, officiated. 
Burial took place in Evergreen Cemetery. 

Vocalists were Helen Davidson and \) 
Shawna McKay. Organist was William™ 
Gower-Johnson. 

Reader was Carol Buro. 

Ministers of the altar were Joseph » 
Tilden, Alfred Flory and John Mulcahy. 

Bearers, representing the Vietnam ~ 
Veterans, were Tom Skinner of Ira, John 
Bergeron of Rutland and Jon Pintello of 
Castleton. 





Other bearers, representing the Marine 
Corps League, Edson Detachment, were 
Leonard Doucette, Robert Brunelle and 
Steve Faye, all of Rutland. 

Military services were provided by the 
4th Marine Division of Albany, N.Y., and 
by the Vietnam Veterans, Chapter 723. 

Military services at the cemetery were 
provided by members of the Vietnam 
Veterans. They were Buster Holmberg, 
Joe Maynard, Ken O'Connor and Greg 
Donabedian. 

Members of the 4th Marine Detachment 
provided the firing squad, They were 
Russell Sparks, Patrick McCoon and 
Nathaniel Young. 

Flag folders were Mark Brooks and 
Chris Hennessey. Denell Durham made 
the presentation of the flag to the family. 

Taps were sounded by the 4th Marine 
Division. 

The Rev. Houle conducted prayers ser- 
vices Tuesday at the Clifford Funeral 
Home. 
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The funeral service for Donald G, 
Bodette, 48, of Rutland, who died Sunday 
morning at the Veterans Administration 
Center in White River Junction, will be 
held at 10 a.m. Wednesday at St. Peter’s 
Church. Burial will follow in Evergreen 
Cemetery. 

He was born Feb. 12, 1949, in Proctor, 
son of George W. and Clema (Thorpe) 
Bodette. 

Mr. Bodette attended Rutland High 
School. 

Ile was a U.S. Murine Corps veteran of 
the Vietnam War and was the recipient of 
the Purple Heurt. 

Mr. Bodette was the owner and opera- 
tor of Bodette Enterprises. ; 

He attended St. Peter’s Church and was 
a member of American Legion Post 31 





and the Naval Fleet Reserve. He was the 
founder and first president of the Vietnam | 
Veterans of America, Chapter 1, and the 
former director of the Veterans Assistance 
Office in Rutland, and the Purple Heart 
Association. He was a co-author and com- 
piler of the Agent Orange Research Project 
for the state of Vermont. 

Survivors include his wife, Diane (Ellis) 
Bodette; his mother, Clema Stacey of 
North Clarendon; his father, George 
Bodette of Chester; three daughters, Chris 
Wingfield of Johnson, Dawn Bodette-Pitts 
and Carrie Chandler, both of Rutland; 
two brothers, Roger Bodette of Denver, 
Colo., and Rudy Bodette of Hubbardton; 
two sisters, Gloria Brady of Fayetteville, 
N.C., and Coni McKay of Middletown, R.L; » 
six grandchildren; and several nieces and 
nephews. 

_ Adaughter, Ashley A. Bodette, died Feb. 
8, 1989. : 

Friends may call from 3 to 7 p.m. 
Tuesday at the Clifford Funeral Home. 

Contributions may be made to Make A 
Wish Foundation, specifically for a child 
with terminal cancer, in care of Clifford 
Funeral Home, 2 Washington St., Rutland, 
05701. 








DONALD G, “DON” BODETTE- ONE OF THE FOUNDING FATHERS OF VIETNAM 
VETERANS OF AMERICA’S NATIONAL ORGANIZATION AND CO-FOUNDER OF 
VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA’S CHAPTER ONE IN RUTLAND, VERMONT AND 
ITS FIRST PRESIDENT died Sunday, August 10, 1997, at the age of 48 when he lost his battle 
with cancer at the White River Junction VA Medical Center in Vermont. Bodette was a resident 
of Rutland, Vermont. Bodette was born February 12, 1949, in Proctor, Vermont, to George W. 
of Chester, Vermont, and Clema (Thorpe) (Stacey) Bodette of North Clarendon, Vermont. In 
addition to his parents, Bodette is survived by his wife, Diane (Ellis) Bodette; three daughters, 
Chris Wingfield of Johnson, Vermont, Dawn Bodette-Pitts and Carrie Chandler, both of Rutland: 
two brothers, Roger Bodette of Denver, Colorado and Rudy Bodette of Hubbardton, Vermont; 
two sisters, Gloria Brady of Fayetteville, North Carolina and Coni McKay of Middletown, Rhode 
Island; six grandchildren; and several nieces and nephews. Bodette was predeceased by a 
daughter, Ashley A. Bodette, who died February 8, 1989. Bodette served in the United States 
Marine Corps in Vietnam and was the recipient of the Purple Heart. Bodette was a member of St. 
Peter’s Roman Catholic Church in Rutland. In addition to his membership in Vietnam Veterans 
of America, Bodette was a member of American Legion Post 31 and the Naval Fleet Reserves. 
He helped create and was a former director of the Veterans Assistance Office in Rutland and the 
Purple Heart Association. He was a co-author and compiler of the Agent Orange Research 
Project for the State of Vermont. He worked to institute the first two Centers in the State of 
Vermont in Williston and White River Junction. In the late 1970's Bodette had met with Bobby 
Muller, Vietnam Veterans of America’s First President, for more than four hours. Muller had 
envisioned VVA to be a large-scale veterans activist group. Bodette, having a larger vision for 
such a national organization, convinced Muller that VVA ought to be a Chapter organization after 
which VVA- Rutland Chapter One was organized in 1980 and Bodette became its first president. 
Albert Trombley related a story about Bodette when one night he and other veterans went to the 
assistance of a veteran who lived in an isolated mountain location. This veteran had run out of 
medication and needed to get to a VA Medical Center for more. Bodette and a few other 
veterans brought him to the VA. Bodette had recognized early on that Vietnam veterans were 
missing the camaraderie of each other and they needed a venue to gather and talk about their 
painful war experiences. Through VVA Chapter one, he helped establish scholarships for local 
high school students and created an award for people instrumental in helping veterans. His 
colleague and dear friend, Jake Jacobsen, speaks of his brother, Don: “His was a life that made a 
difference. He worked tirelessly for the veteran motivated by filling a void; creating sanity out of 
insanity; searching out the wounded and helping them; making sure they had not died in vain. He 
accomplished this by many projects: creating rap groups at different levels; creating mobile 
outreach by using a converted bus and hosting meetings in it for veterans who wanted to talk; 
conducted seminars to educate the public and veterans of Agent Orange and Post-traumatic Stress 
Disorder; worked on veteran claims and counseling; and provided food and shelter for veterans 
who needed it. He did a lot of public relations with television and radio and the print media. He 
also worked in correctional institutions with incarcerated veterans. He went on tours to schools 
and colleges, speaking about the Vietnam War. He always had time for a one-on-one with 
veterans by phone or in person.” A Mass of Christian burial was celebrated in St. Peter’s Roman 
Catholic Church in Rutland, Vermont, with interment following in Evergreen Cemetery with full 
military honors. Memorial contributions were accepted and given to Make-A-Wish Foundation 
for a child with terminal cancer. Clifford Funeral Home, 2 Washington Street, Rutland, Vermont 
05701, collected these memorial contributions.” 
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The funeral service for Donald G. 
Bodette, 48, of Rutland, who died Sunday, 
was held Wednesday at St. Peter’s Church. 
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PLEASE REPLY TO: 


\ JAMES M. JEFFORDS C) 2431 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 


VERMONT CONGRESSMAN WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
(202) 225-4115 


—— 


cere on Aone Congress of the Wnited States 


MONTPELIER, VT 05602 
LIVESTOCK, DAIRY AND POULTRY z ; 
' (B02) 223-5273 
RANKING REPUBLICAN MEMBER FUSE of Representatives 1-800-835-5500 
RURAL DEVELOPMENT Washington, DE 20519 CHAMPLAIN MILL 
WINOOSKI, VT 05404 
RANKING REPUBLICAN MEMBER X OP.o. Box 397 
121 WEST STREET 
RUTLAND, VT 05701 
SELECT COMMITTEE ON AGING (802) 773-3875 


Don Bodette, Director 
Veterans Assistance Office 
Box 293 

Rutland, VT 95781 


Dear Don: 


Jeff Wennberg has told me about your efforts to recognize the 
accomplishments of Major General Merrit Austin Edson, USMC. 


I have enclosed copies of a short biography of the General and 
a description and an early service summary of the USS Edson, a 
destroyer named after him. Also enclosed is a copy of the 
Congressional Medal of Honor Citation. We have not been able to 
determine the cause of his death on August 14th, 1955, but you 
might be able to locate his obituary in a subsequent issue of 
the Rutland Herald. 


I applaud your efforts to see that one of Rutland's greatest 
natives is recognized for his accomplishments. Surely some 
permanent memorial can be established so that his heroism and 
amazing record of public service will not be forgotten. 


If there is any other way I may be of assistance in this 
effort, just let me know. 





jes M. Jeffords 
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THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS 


Northeast Paul Butler 


Co-Chair 
376 Brown’s River Road 
POW/ MIA Essex Jct., VT 05452 
802-878-9692 
N e t Wor K Don Bodette 
Co-Chair 
92A N. Shrewsbury Road 
N. Clarendon, VT 05759 
802-775-4765 





Honorable Al Gore 


Dear Senator Gore, 


As Co-Chairs of the Vermont chapter of the Northeast POW/MIA Network 
representing the wishes of 7,000 Vermont citizens who have called upon our 
government to institute a moratorium on foreign aid, trade, and diplomatic 
recognition with the Commonwealth of Independent States, Vietnam, Cambodia, 
and Laos until a full accounting for all U.S. POW/MIAs is accomplished, we 
hereby respectfully request that you and Governor Clinton make a public 
promise to the American people to do everything within your power to return 
American prisoners of war and missing in action (or their remains) to their 
families and to open to the public the POW/MIA files from World War I to the 
present should you be elected in November. 
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Co-Chair Co-Chair 


Don Bodette also active on POW-MIA front. 
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Posthumous VVA Awards // [A/78 





eorge Duggin (right) president of the Vietnam Veterans of 
merica National presents the Legion of Merit award to 
eorge Bodette, in honor of his son, Don Bodette. The award 
as given posthumously to Don Bodette for his efforts in help 
ing Vietnam veterans and in establishing the Vietnam Vet- 
erans of America and forming Chapter 1 in Rutland. The award 
is the highest given by VVA National: 
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George Duggin (right) Pres.of the Vietnam Veterans of America National presenting The Legion of 
Merit award to Mr. George Bodette on behalf of his son ,.Don bodetie.The award was given posthumously 
to Don Bodette for his efforts in helping Vietnam Vets. and in establishing the Victnam Veterans of 
America and forming Chapter # One in Rutland. The award is the higest award given by VVA National 
The award was given at the VVA Regional Conference held in Bennington on april 4,1998. 





